
                               
 

  

 
ANNEX A 

 
FOI DOF/2024-0465 

 
 
Request 
 
1 The Department of Finance started charging rates on vacant properties in 2011. 
Since that date how much rates revenue has been earned from vacant homes? 
 
2 How many vacant homes are there presently in Northern Ireland? 
 
3 How much rates revenue owing has been written off in each of the past 10 
years? 
 
4 Excluding rates, how much debt owing has the department written off in each of 
the past 10 years? 
 
5 In each of the past 10 years how much money has the department provided in: 
a) funding b) grants c) sponsorship or d) in other assistance to any external body 
or organisation?  
Please state the amounts, organisation and purpose. 
 
 
DoF response 
 
I can confirm the department holds the information requested. 
 
1. Since 2011, Land and Property Services (LPS) has collected £170,859,390 in 

rates revenue against vacant homes, this figure includes rates on properties 
that are mixed use (domestic and non-domestic). 

 
2. Land & Property Services (LPS) does not maintain a register of 'vacant 

homes'.  For the purposes of this response, ‘vacant homes' is defined as 
properties included in the housing stock1 and recorded as vacant2, on the LPS 
rating system. 
As at April 2024, there were 21,081 housing stock across Northern Ireland 
recorded as vacant.   

 
1 In line with the Rates Order (NI) 1977, Housing Stock is defined as a count of properties 

which are valued as domestic or mixed for the purposes of rating. This refers to properties in 
the Valuation List which are used (or when next in use, will be used) for the purposes of a 
private dwelling. This includes properties which are temporary incapable of beneficial 
occupation, but excludes Caravans, Domestic Garages, Domestic Stores and Car Parking 
Spaces.   

 

2 Information in the rating system on domestic properties recorded as vacant may not be 
current or complete Since the introduction of the Rating of Empty Homes legislation on 1st 
October 2011, the rate liability for vacant domestic properties has been assessed at 100%. 
There is currently no requirement for ratepayers to inform Land & Property Services that their 
property is vacant, nor is there any financial advantage in doing so. 

 



                               
 

  

3 Housing stock estimates for Northern Ireland relate to the stock in April each year. See 
published Housing Stock data at  www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/housing-stock-statistics 

 
3. The majority of this information is exempt under the Freedom of Information 

Act Section 21.  Section 21 applies to information that is already easily 
accessible to the applicant by other means. Section 21 is an absolute 
exemption and the Department is not required to consider whether the public 
interest favours disclosure of this information. 
 
Amounts written off are published online and the previous 10 years are 
available within the reports in the table Trends in Ratepayer Debt 
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications/lps-annual-reports-and-accounts 
 
The amount written off in 2023/2024 was £16,942,164. This will be published in 
the annual reports and accounts in due course. 
 

 
4. Excluding rates, how much debt owing has the department written off in each 

of the past 10 years? 
 
This information is exempt under the Freedom of Information Act Section 21.  
Section 21 applies to information that is already easily accessible to the applicant 
by other means. Section 21 is an absolute exemption and the Department is not 
required to consider whether the public interest favours disclosure of this 
information.   
 
The information requested for financial years 2014-15 to 2023-24 is available 
within the Department of Finance Annual Reports and Accounts which are 
published on the Department of Finance website.  The information is available in 
the Trade Receivables disclosure note of the accounts as follows: 
 
Financial 
Year 

Organisation Link to Online 
Publication 

Page no. 

2014-15 Department of 
Finance and 
Personnel (DfP) 

DFP Annual Report and 
Accounts 2014-15 

75 

2015-16 Department of 
Finance and 
Personnel (DfP) 

DFP Annual Report and 
Accounts 2015-16 

85 

2016-17 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2016-17 

88 

2017-18 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2017-18 

94 

2018-19 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2018-19 

89 

2019-20 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2019-20 

93 

http://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications/lps-annual-reports-and-accounts
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2014-15.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2014-15.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2015-16.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2015-16.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF%20Annual%20Report%20and%20Accounts%202016-17.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF%20Annual%20Report%20and%20Accounts%202016-17.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2017-18.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2017-18.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2018-19_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2018-19_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2019-20_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2019-20_0.pdf


                               
 

  

2020-21 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2020-21 

106 

2021-22 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2021-22 

109 

2022-23 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2022-23 

112 

2023-24 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2023-24 

115 

 
5. In each of the past 10 years how much money has the department provided 

in: 
a) funding b) grants c) sponsorship or d) in other assistance to any external 
body or organisation?  
Please state the amounts, organisation and purpose. 

 
This information is exempt under the Freedom of Information Act Section 12 
The department has estimated that the cost of complying with your request is 
£5,333.08. This exceeds the appropriate limit of £600.00, as set out in the Fees 
Regulations. 
 
The breakdown of estimated costs has been supplied below: 
 
Request Time required Hours Total cost 
(a) Funding & (b) 

Grants 
Approx 500 lines 
x 10 years 5000 
entries to be 
sifted, 
extrapolated and 
quality assured  

2 minute per 
entry  
166 hours 40 
minutes 

£4,166.50 

(c) Sponsorship Approx 40 lines 
x 10 years     
400 entries to be 
sifted, 
extrapolated and 
quality assured 

2 minutes per 
entry 
6 hours 40 
minutes 

£333.33 

(d) Hospitality Approx 100 lines 
x 10 years 1000 
entries to be 
sifted, 
extrapolated and 
quality assured 

2 minutes per 
entry 
33 hours 20 
minutes 

£833.25 

(d) Training No cost estimate, Broad subject area 
requiring Manual search 

(d) Free or 
subsidised 
workspace 

No cost estimate, Broad subject area 
requiring Manual search 

https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2020-21_1.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2020-21_1.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2021-22.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2021-22.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2022-23.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2022-23.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2023-24_2.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2023-24_2.pdf


                               
 

  

 
However, you may find the following information useful: 
 
The total amount of grant expenditure is available within the Department of 
Finance Annual Reports and Accounts which are published on the Department of 
Finance website.   
The information is available in the Other Administration and Programme 
Expenditure (Costs) disclosure notes of the accounts as follows: 
 
Financial 
Year 

Organisation Link to Online 
Publication 

Page no. 

2014-15 Department of 
Finance and 
Personnel (DfP) 

DFP Annual Report and 
Accounts 2014-15 

63 

2015-16 Department of 
Finance and 
Personnel (DfP) 

DFP Annual Report and 
Accounts 2015-16 

70 

2016-17 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2016-17 

72 

2017-18 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2017-18 

80 

2018-19 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2018-19 

80 

2019-20 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2019-20 

84 

2020-21 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2020-21 

97 

2021-22 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2021-22 

100 

2022-23 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2022-23 

100 – 101* 

2023-24 Department of 
Finance (DoF) 
 

DoF Annual Report and 
Accounts 2023-24 

103– 104* 

*Following the implementation of the Review of Financial Process the financial year ended 31 
March 2023 expanded the Departmental boundary to incorporate SEUPB, a North/South body 
which was not previously consolidated.  The Departmental Group now includes the Core 
Department, supply financed Agency and 53% of SEUPB accounts. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2014-15.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2014-15.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2015-16.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DFP_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2015-16.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF%20Annual%20Report%20and%20Accounts%202016-17.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF%20Annual%20Report%20and%20Accounts%202016-17.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2017-18.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2017-18.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2018-19_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2018-19_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2019-20_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2019-20_0.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2020-21_1.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2020-21_1.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2021-22.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoF_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2021-22.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2022-23.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2022-23.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2023-24_2.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/DoFAnnualReportandAccounts2023-24_2.pdf


                               
 

  

The Department of Finance also publishes details of expenditure greater than 
£25,000 (including grant expenditure) on the OpenDataNI website.  Data is 
available for the following periods: 
 
Period  Link to Online Publication 
January 2020 - March 2022 Portal | Department of Finance - 

Departmental Expenditure Over 
£25,000 January 2020 to March 2022 

April 2022- March 2023 Portal | Department of Finance - 
Departmental Expenditure Over 
£25,000 22/23 

April 2023-March 2024 Portal | Department of Finance - 
Departmental Expenditure Over 
£25,000 23/24 

April 2024-March 2025 Portal | Department of Finance - 
Departmental Expenditure Over 
£25,000 24/25 

 

https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-january-2020-to-march-2022
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-january-2020-to-march-2022
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-january-2020-to-march-2022
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/www-opendatani-gov-uk-dataset-department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/www-opendatani-gov-uk-dataset-department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/www-opendatani-gov-uk-dataset-department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-23-24
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-23-24
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-23-24
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-23-24-march-24
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-23-24-march-24
https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/@department-of-finance/department-of-finance-departmental-expenditure-over-f25-000-23-24-march-24

	Yours sincerely

