
                               
 

  

          ANNEX A 
 

FOI DOF/2025-0169 
 

 
Request 
 
I am requesting information under the Freedom of Information Act regarding the 
recent Grade 7 General Service trawl. Please provide the following: 
 
1. The total number of applications received for this competition. 
2. The number of applications that progressed to the online testing stage. 
3. The number of applications that progressed to the sift stage. 
4. The number of sift panels used in the competition. 
5. The composition of each sift panel, including:  

a) Were sift panels organised per department, or did they consist of a mix of 
representatives from different departments? 

b) Did each sift panel assess only applicants from their own department, or 
was there a cross-departmental approach? 

6. The number of applications allocated to each sift panel. 
7. The number of applications rejected at the sift stage, broken down by sift 

panel. 
8. The number of applicants who have been advised they have progressed to the 

interview stage broken down by sift panel. 
9. The specific sift criteria used by each panel and whether any additional 

guidance was provided to panels beyond the published competition 
documentation. 

10. The range of scores awarded at sift stage (e.g., highest, lowest, and average 
sift scores per panel). 

11. Whether any moderation process was applied to ensure consistency across 
panels (e.g., were panels calibrated before sifting, was any cross-checking 
carried out?). 

12. The number of requests for a review of the sift decision received within the 
specified timeframe.  If this information is not yet available in full, please 
provide the data currently held and confirm when the final figures will be 
available. 

13. The number of these reviews that resulted in a change of decision, allowing 
the applicant to progress to the next stage. If this information is not yet 
available in full, please provide the data currently held and confirm when the 
final figures will be available. 

14. A breakdown of the total number of applications by department and grade of 
the applicant broken down as 

a) progressed to the online testing stage 
b) progressed to the sift stage 
c) were sifted out 
d) were invited to interview 

 
If providing a full departmental breakdown would exceed the cost/time limit for 
FOI responses, please provide the highest level of detail available within the 
constraints of the Act. 



                               
 

  

If any of the above information is not held or cannot be provided, please confirm 
what data is available within the scope of this request. I would appreciate the data 
in a structured format (e.g., table or spreadsheet) if possible. 
 
 
 
DoF Response 
 
I can confirm the department holds the information requested. 
 
Please find responses to your questions available on the NICS Recruitment 
website at: https://irecruit-ext.hrconnect.nigov.net/resources/documents/g/7/-/g7-
general-faqs-to-satisfy-fois---march-2025.pdf 

 

https://irecruit-ext.hrconnect.nigov.net/resources/documents/g/7/-/g7-general-faqs-to-satisfy-fois---march-2025.pdf
https://irecruit-ext.hrconnect.nigov.net/resources/documents/g/7/-/g7-general-faqs-to-satisfy-fois---march-2025.pdf

	Yours sincerely



