Annex B

PUBLIC INTEREST TEST

Request Ref: | DoF/2025-0336

Request summary: | The requestor would like a copy of the Department’s Contract Register

Information details:

Exemption
applied

Disclosure

Non-disclosure

(Please complete both columns to show all factors have been considered)

The exemption is being
applied to one section
of the data — framework
or tender references.

31(1)(@)

e There is a general public interest
in disclosure of information;
Openness in government may
increase public trust in and
engagement with the government;

and

There is a public interest in
assuring the public that effective
arrangements are in place for the
prevention and detection of crime.

As there is a strong public interest in the prevention
and detection of crime, disclosure of this information
may facilitate the commission of crime or hinder its
detection;

Applying this exemption will prevent the disclosure of
information that could facilitate or encourage criminal
activity, for example, contract fraud;

Release of the information would increase the
vulnerability of the department which would be likely
to result in business disruption and unplanned
expenditure; and

The unique number is only of value to the
Department. Withholding the unique number does not
decrease the value of the data being provided.

Signed: Sinead Scannell

Date: 01/07/2025

PUBLIC INTEREST DECISION: After weighing up the competing public interest considerations, we consider it is reasonable in all the
circumstances that some of the information held should be withheld from disclosure, as the risk of the data being used for fraudulent
purposes outweighs any benefits provided to the requester. The Department’s decision is that Section 31(1)(a) should be applied as the
public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure.




