
                               
 

  

ANNEX A 
 

FOI DOF/2025-0336 
 

 
Request 
 
1. Contract Register 
Please provide a complete and current extract of your organisation’s contract 
register or equivalent database. We are not asking you to compile new 
information or manually populate missing fields – we simply request the register 
in its existing form, preferably in Excel or CSV format. 
Where available, we are particularly interested in the following fields (though this 
is not a strict requirement): 

• Contract Title 
• Supplier Name 
• Estimated Spend (Total or Annual) 
• Contract Duration and Total Period (including extensions) 
• Contract Start and Expiry Dates 
• Review Date 
• Contract Description 
• Contract Owner (Name, Job Title, Contact Details if available) 
• Contract Notes 
• Managing Department 
• Award Date 
• Participating Organisations 
• Procurement Category 
• Framework or Tender References 
• Central Purchasing Body 
• Classification Codes (CPV, Pro-Class, etc.) 

Please don’t spend time populating these fields if they aren’t readily available – 
we welcome receiving the raw register as it exists in your system. 
 
2. Total Number of Active Contracts 
Please confirm the total number of contracts currently listed as active. 
 
3. Procurement Strategy (2025/2026) 
Please provide your organisation’s Procurement Strategy for 2025/2026. 

• If this is part of a multi-year strategy (e.g., 2024–2028), please provide the 
most recent version covering 2025/2026 or indicate when this will be 
available. 

• If any parts are redacted, please identify the redacted sections and the 
reason. 

 
4. Contact Information 
If possible, please provide the name, job title, phone number, and email address 
for the following roles: 

• Responsible officer for API access or data sharing (if applicable) 
• Individual managing the contract register 
• Finance Director 
• Head/Director of Procurement or Purchasing 



                               
 

  

• Head/Director of ICT 
• Head of Estates and Facilities 
• Relevant Committee Member, Councillor, or Board Member for 

Procurement/Finance 
If direct contact details are restricted due to GDPR, please indicate the best 
department or method of contact. 
 
5. Additional Notes 

• If your contract register is available via an online portal, please ensure all 
records are accessible (as some portals may only show summary data). 

• If your organisation uses a contract management system or CRM, please 
confirm whether it allows for data exports. 

• If you intend to withhold spend figures, please note that we are requesting 
an overall total or indicative spend only – not a line-by-line financial 
breakdown. 

 
Format and Delivery 
We would appreciate receiving the information in electronic format, ideally as 
Excel or CSV, within the statutory FOI response period. 
 
 
DoF response 
 
I can confirm the department some of the information requested, however, some 
of the information has been withheld as it falls within an exemption. Further 
details are provided below. 
 
1. Contract Register 
I can confirm the Department holds some of the information you have requested. 
Unfortunately, some of the information that you have requested relating to the 
contract register is not held.  
 
In this response, we highlight the information we do not hold, plus any information 
that we do hold and are releasing. In addition, we explain if any information has 
been subject to the application of an exemption under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 resulting in the information being withheld. 
 
The contract register has been separately attached to this response (Attachment 
1– Exported Contract Register) in excel format as requested. 
 
A summary of the information requested which details the corresponding 
headings provided within the register is as follows: 
 
Contract Register information 
requested:  

Details:  

Contract Title Supplied under ‘Contract Description’ 
column 

Supplier Name Supplied under ‘Supplier Name’ column 
Estimated Spend (Total or Annual) Supplied under ‘Total Contract Value’ 

column 
Contract Duration and Total Period Information is not held within the 



                               
 

  

Contract Register information 
requested:  

Details:  

(including extensions) register  
Contract Start and Expiry Dates Supplied under ‘Start Date’ and ‘End 

Date’ column 
Review Date Information is not held within the 

register. 
Contract Description Supplied under ‘Contract Description’ 

column 
Contract Owner (Name, Job Title, 
Contact Details if available) 

Information is not held within the 
register. The exported register is a live 
document and can vary from day to day 
as new contracts are added and 
expired contracts are removed. The 
ongoing maintenance of the register is 
carried out on a continuous basis by 
the Compliance Support team. 

Contract Notes Information is not held within the 
register. 

Managing Department Department of Finance is the managing 
department. 

Award Date Supplied under ‘Date Contract 
Awarded’ column 

Participating Organisations Department of Finance and its 
North/South Body Special European 
Union Programmes Body (SEUPB) 

Procurement Category Supplied under ‘Contract Type Name’ 
column 

Framework or Tender References Withheld under Section 31 
Central Purchasing Body Information is not held within the 

register 
Classification Codes (CPV, Pro-Class, 
etc.) 

Information is not held withing the 
register. Alternative supplied under 
UNSPSC column codes have been 
provided 

 
The information requested for ‘Framework or Tender References’ has been 
withheld under Section 31(1) (a) of the FOI Act which states disclosure under this 
Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice – the prevention or detection of crime. 
Section 31 is a qualified exemption and is subject to a Public Interest Test (please 
see Attachment 2). 
 

2. Total Number of Active Contracts 
There are 298 active contracts relating to 449 Contract Purchase Agreements 
and Blanket Purchase Agreements. 
 
 
3. Procurement Strategy (2025/2026) 
I confirm that a 2025-26 Procurement Strategy is not held for the Department. A 
Procurement Strategy is completed for each individual procurement. 
 



                               
 

  

4. Contact Information 
 
• Responsible officer for API access or data sharing (if applicable) 
Contracts owned by the Department are added to the Account NI1 infrastructure. 
The data relating to these contracts is held on Oracle systems with Account NI’s 
3rd party IT service provider. Account NI, using this contract data and additional 
information maintained by the Department as sources; provide access to a 
Dashboard with details relating to all contracts within the Account NI framework 
for the Department. The Dashboard is provided using Tableau software. The 
Department does not permit public access to the register or any connection 
directly to the data due to security considerations.  

 
• Individual managing the contract register 
The ongoing maintenance of the register is carried out on a continuous basis by 
the Compliance Support team compliance.support@finance-ni.gov.uk. 
 
• Finance Director 
Gavin Patrick is the Director of Finance and Senior Responsible Officer and can 
be contacted through the DoF General Enquiries email account 
dof.enquiries@finance-ni.gov.uk 
 
• Head/Director of Procurement or Purchasing 
Sharon Smyth is the Deputy Secretary of Construction and Procurement Delivery 
and can be contacted through the DoF General Enquiries email account 
dof.enquiries@finance-ni.gov.uk. 
 
• Head/Director of ICT 
Geraldine Devine is the Director of Digital Operations and can be contacted 
through the DoF General Enquiries email account dof.enquiries@finance-
ni.gov.uk. 
 
• Head of Estates and Facilities 
Desi McDonnell is the Director of Properties Division and can be contacted 
through the DoF General Enquiries email account dof.enquiries@finance-
ni.gov.uk. 
 
• Relevant Committee Member, Councillor, or Board Member for 

Procurement/Finance 
Sharon Smyth is the Deputy Secretary of Construction and Procurement Delivery 
and can be contacted through the DoF General Enquiries email account 
dof.enquiries@finance-ni.gov.uk. 
 
5. Additional Notes 
The contract register has been separately attached to this response (Attachment 
1– Exported Contract Register) in excel format as requested. 

 
1 Finance Shared Services are provided by Account NI. Account NI is the financial processing 
centre for Northern Ireland Civil Service departments and provides one streamlined service from 
purchasing through to payment of invoice. 
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