ANNEX A

FOI DOF/2025-0272

Request

1.

Does the authority finance and accounts section/department (F/A section)
have an audit member or team trained through and registered with the

a. Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE)?

b. Fraud Professional Accreditation Board (CFPAB)?

c. Government Counter Fraud Profession (GCFP)?

. Have the F/A section an internal policy to consult with external counter-fraud

professionals investigating procurement fraud or dealing with procurement
fraud risk?

Has the F/A section developed counter-fraud investigation methods dealing
with specific procurement fraud risk and can a copy be provided?

Have the F/A section developed counter-fraud investigation methods through
a NIM risk management model and if so can a copy be provided?

Do the F/A section have a drafted model identifying vulnerabilities of potential
procurement fraud within its procure-to-pay cycles to NIM standards or other
statutory framework and if so can a copy be provided?

Do the F/A section share detected threats and intelligence through and
register or operating strategy with other authorities?

Do the F/A section have in place a tactical response and enforcement plan in
place which involves the economic crime unit of the Police Service Northern
Ireland?

What assurance measures (if any) does the F/A section have in place that
ensure the effective application of information and intelligence relating to
procurement fraud risk by its counter fraud or audit staff is being implemented
successfully?

Do the F/A section operate independently under the Police and Criminal
Evidence Act 1984 and if so under what authority?

10.Do the F/A section operate independently in accordance with the Regulation

of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and if so under what authority?

11.Have procurement fraud investigations been successful in uncovering

procurer and bidder collusion through the discovery of inappropriate gifts or
monetary kickbacks or has discovery been made through whistleblower
disclosure?



12.Have procurement fraud investigations been successful in uncovering
procurer and bidder collusion through contract specification manipulation and
lack of performance auditing by Contract Managers?

13.Have procurement fraud investigations been successful in uncovering
procurer and bidder collusion by a contractor been awarded frequent multiple
contracts unlawfully or has discovery been made through whistleblower
disclosure?

14.Have procurement fraud investigations been successful in uncovering
procurer and bidder collusion through the discovery of new supplier unaudited
agreements?

15.Have procurement fraud investigations been successful in uncovering bid and
tender manipulation between contractors for tendered works?

16.Have procurement fraud investigations been successful in uncovering
duplicated tender submissions involving duplicated rates, duplicated
schedules, duplicated worksheets records?

17.Have procurement fraud investigations found concealment active by
managers leading to abuse of position resulting if fraud or whistleblower
disclosure?

18.Has procurement fraud investigations been successful through any
whistleblower disclosure?

19.Has the authority been sued successfully or settled any out of court action for
failing to protect whistleblowers under employment rights legalisation or other
NI Order?

20.Does the Council have a drafted policy on publishing fraud investigation
prosecutions through the media and can you provide a copy?

21.Which media outlets are used to publish fraud prosecutions?

22.Are whistleblowers provided protection by the authority when reporting
procurement fraud to the media?

Clarification received on 10 June 2025 for Question 19:

The information request dated 15 May 2025 seeks available information dating
from in or around 2010 to this date 2025.



DoF response

| can confirm the department holds some of the information requested.

1.

2.

9.

| can confirm the Department does not.

Fraud investigations are progressed in line with the Department's Anti-Fraud
Policy and Fraud Response Plan?.

Fraud investigations are progressed in line with the Department's Anti-Fraud
Policy and Fraud Response Plan?.

Fraud investigations are progressed in line with the Department's Anti-Fraud
Policy and Fraud Response Plan?.

Fraud investigations are progressed in line with the Department's Anti-Fraud
Policy and Fraud Response Plan.

Suspected procurement fraud cases are referred to the Competitions and
Marketing Authority.

Fraud investigations are progressed in line with the Department's Anti-Fraud
Policy and Fraud Response Plan'. The Department has a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the PSNI.

Fraud investigations are progressed in line with the Department's Anti-Fraud
Policy and Fraud Response Plan?.

| can confirm the Department does not.

10.1 can confirm the Department does not.

11.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

12.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

13.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

14.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

15.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

16.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

17.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

18.1 can confirm procurement fraud investigations have not.

1 DoF Anti-Fraud policy and response plan | Department of Finance



https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications/dof-anti-fraud-policy-and-response-plan

19.The Department can confirm that it holds information that would fall within the
scope of the request. However, it is unable to provide the information you
requested as it considers this to exceed the fees threshold. Under Section 12
of the FOIA the Department has estimated that the cost of complying with
your request is £28,439.95. This exceeds the appropriate limit of £600 as set
out in the Fees Regulations.

The breakdown of costs has been supplied below:

Number of | Estimate of time per | Number of hours Total
documents | document to review | (Documents x time to | estimated
to extract and include or review) cost - hours
and review | discard x £25/hr.
6,853 0.166 hours 1137.6 £28,439.95

You may wish to refine or narrow your request for information to fall within the
fees threshold e.g. reducing the date range or the number of questions
asked. However, even if your request is narrowed, some of the requested
information may still not be considered suitable for release to you e.qg. if it is
considered exempt under any provision of the Act such as (commercially
sensitive information or third party personal data).

20.1 can confirm the Department does not
21.1 can confirm this is not applicable to the Department.
22.The Department provides protection in line with the Employment Rights

(Northern Ireland) Order 1996 as amended by the Public Interest Disclosure
(Northern Ireland) Order 1998.





