
ANNEX A 
 

FOI DOF/2025-0307 
 
Request 
 
I am writing to formally request information under the Freedom of Information Act 
regarding the Northern Ireland Prison Service. Specifically, I would like to request 
data on the following points for the past 15 years: 
 
1. The total number of officers within the Northern Ireland Prison Service who 
have been suspended? 
 
2. Of those suspended officers, how many utilized annual leave during their 
period of suspension? 
 
3. Among the suspended officers, how many received all accrued annual leave 
upon their return? 
 
4. For those officers who were suspended, how many did NOT receive all of their 
annual leave back, aside from the automatic carryover of 72 hours upon their 
return, that were suspended over a year? 
 
5. For those officers suspended, how many received more than the 72 hours 
automatic carryover per year that were suspended over a year? 
 
 
DoF Response 
 
I can confirm the Department holds the information requested. 
 

1. 47 Members of Staff have been on suspension since 1 April 2017. This 
does not include ongoing suspensions in order to be able to fully answer 
the additional questions within the request.  

 
2. None 

 
3. 15 

 
4. & 5. 

Information you have requested is being withheld because it is exempt 
under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act. Section 40(2) 
exempts personal information from disclosure if that information relates to 
someone other than the applicant, and if disclosure of that information 
would, amongst other things, contravene one of the data protection 
principles of the Data Protection Act.  
 
Having considered all the information contained within the Legitimate 
Interest Test – also known as a Lawful, Fairness and Transparency Test - 
(attached as a separate document – Annex B), the department has 
established that, on balance, there is no lawful basis for the disclosure of 



third-party personal data falling within the scope of the request of which the 
requester is not the data subject. Making an unrestricted disclosure of 
personal data for private interests could constitute a disproportionate and 
unwarranted level of interference with the individuals’ rights and freedoms 
– particularly their right to privacy and family life under the Human Rights 
Act 1998.  
 

For clarification NICSHR was only established on 1 April 2017 and therefore it 
only holds information from this point forward. 

 
 




