
ANNEX A 
 

FOI DOF/2025-0384 
 
Request 
 
Re: Grade 7 Principal Statistician competition IRC315177. 
 
Please could you provide me with the following information: 
 
1. How many applicants applied. 
 
2. How many applicants did/did not pass the eligibility sift. 
 
3. How many applicants did not pass the eligibility sift broken down by each of 

the sifting panels and how many sift panels were there. 
 
4. Any information on consistency checks of eligibility sift passes and fails 

between sifting panels. 
 

5. How many applicants who did not pass the eligibility sift appealed the decision 
 
6. How many appeals were successful. 
 
7. How many applicants are being interviewed. 
 
8. Are the sifting panel obliged to provide more detailed feedback on how a 

candidate did not meet a specific criteria: and finally, 
 

9. Was the sift carried out on all three criteria or if a candidate did not pass the 
first criteria were the other two not scored. 

  
 
 
 
DoF Response 
 
I can confirm the Department holds some of the information requested. 
 

1. 94 applicants applied. 
 
2. 41 applicants passed the eligibility sift. 53 applicants failed the eligibility sift. 
 
3. There was one sift panel with 53 applicants failing the eligibility sift. 
 
4. No information held as there was only one sift panel. 
 
5. As of 3 July 2025, 24 appeals have been received. 
 
6. As of 3 July 2025, there have been no successful appeals. 
 



7. 41 applicants were initially invited to interview.  One candidate has since 
withdrawn from the competition making a final total of 40 applicants invited to 
interview. 

 
8. There is no guidance on the level of feedback that a candidate should receive. 
 
9. The sift was carried out on all four criteria. 




