ANNEX A

FOI DOF/2025-0399

Request

Please provide all meeting records connected with the Lough Neagh Innovation
Lab event co-organised by the Department and held earlier this year.

This includes:

1) Minutes of any relevant meetings.

2) Location(s) of the same.

3) Attendees at the same.

4) Any presentation materials circulated at or associated with the meetings.
5) Any briefing materials provided in relation to the same.

If my request is denied in whole or in part, | ask that you justify all deletions by
reference to specific exemptions of the Act. | will also expect you to release all
non-exempt material. | reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold
any information or to charge excessive fees.

| would like to receive the information in an electronic format - preferrably as an
Excel, PDF or csv file. If you feel that a substantive response to the request is not
possible within a reasonable time frame, or if the request is too broad, | would be
grateful if you could contact me by email and provide assistance as to how | could
refine the request.

Finally, | would be grateful if you could confirm in writing that you have received
this request. | look forward to your response within 20 working days, as outlined
by the statute.

DoF response

| can confirm the Department holds some of the information requested, as
follows:

1) Minutes of any relevant meetings.
There were six meetings held connected with the Lough Neagh Innovation Lab
event. The Department does hold minutes of those meetings which are
attached in PDF format as requested, at Annex B.

2) Location(s) of the same.

All meetings were held virtually.

3) Attendees at the same.



The meetings were attended by representatives of the Department of
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and Innovation and
Consultancy Services, as identified in the attached minutes.

Some information has been exempted from release under Section 40(2) of the
Freedom of Information Act.

Section 40(2) exempts personal information from disclosure if that information
relates to someone other than the applicant, and if disclosure of that
information would contravene one of the data protection principles in schedule
1 of the Data Protection Act 2018.

Having considered all the information contained within the Legitimate Interest
Test — also known as a Lawful, Fairness and Transparency Test - (attached as
a separate document — Annex C), the department has established that, on
balance, there is no lawful basis for the disclosure of third-party personal data
falling within the scope of the request of which the requester is not the data
subject. Making an unrestricted disclosure of personal data for private interests
could constitute a disproportionate and unwarranted level of interference with
the individuals’ rights and freedoms — particularly their right to privacy and
family life under the Human Rights Act 1998.

4) Any presentation materials circulated at or associated with the meetings.
No information held.
5) Any briefing materials provided in relation to the same

No information held.



