
ANNEX A 
 

FOI DOF/2025-0407 
 
Request 
 
Further to FOI DOF/2025-0292, the information provided in respect of part 2 of 
the request (set out below) related to April 2025. I would be grateful if you could 
provide an update setting out the latest position.  
 
1. How many Grade 6 posts are expected to be filled via competition 

IRC306699, broken down by Department and location.  
 
2. I would also be grateful if you could release the latest total number of 

temporary promotions to Unified Grade 6 across the NICS.  
 
DoF Response 
 
I can confirm the Department holds some of the information requested. 
 

1. Details of the total vacancies in each department is not held centrally by 
Department of Finance. Each Civil Service department is responsible for 
managing its resources – both financial and staff. Each department determines its 
individual workforce needs and is responsible for ensuring that any additional 
staffing resources are affordable. When a department identifies a vacancy that 
needs filled, the request is referred to NICSHR to initiate the process to fill the 
post. NICSHR liaises with all departments on an ongoing basis to seek to 
prioritise recruitment activity within allocated financial and staff resources.  
 
As at the end of June 2025, (the most recent figures available at time of the 
request), the NICSHR caseload for Grade 6 vacancies which may be filled from 
competition IRC306699 was 29. The breakdown by Department and location is 
shown in the table below.  
 

IRC306699 DAERA DE DfC DfE DoF DoH DOJ PPS Total 

Ballykelly 5               5 

Bangor   1             1 

Belfast 3   9 1 2 1 2 1 19 

Derry-
Londonderry 1               1 

Lisburn 3               3 

Total 12 1 9 1 2 1 2 1 29 

 
 
2. The information you have requested is held by the Department but is exempt 
under section 21(1) of the Freedom of Information Act. Section 21 exempts 
information if this information is reasonably accessible to the applicant by other 
means. Section 21 is an absolute exemption, and the Department is not required 
to consider whether the public interest favours disclosure of this information.  
The information you have requested can be found at the following link:  



https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications/foi-dof2025-0381-grade-6-competition-
irc306699-vacancies-and-temporary-promotions 
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