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UNITED
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ACCREDITATION
SERVICE

Department of Finance
Properties Division
Building Standards Branch
Belfast

By Email Date: 8 October 2020

Dear Sirs

Consultation on amendments to The Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 (as amended)
and associated technical guidance

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation. | am responding on behalf of the
United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) which is the sole National Accreditation Body
recognised by government to assess, against internationally agreed standards, organisations that
provide certification, testing, inspection and calibration services. Accreditation by UKAS
demonstrates the competence, impartiality and performance capability of these evaluators. UKAS
operates under an MoU held with BEIS on behalf of the UK government as a whole and its role is
enshrined in The Accreditation Regulations 2009 (SI 2009/3155).

Whilst we do not have any comments on the amendments to the Regulations, we do have concerns
about the possible impact of the wording of Section 1.11 E of Technical Booklet E. The proposed
wording of section 1.11 E references organisations listed as “notified bodies” in accordance with the
European Construction Products Regulation. However, after 31st December 2020 UK conformity
assessment bodies will no longer be recognised as “notified bodies” and will not be able to comply
with this wording.

We suggest the following alternative wording for this section:

Tests and assessments shall be carried out by UKAS accredited certification bodies operating
a relevant certification scheme providing accredited certification for the fire performance
aspects of building design and the use of construction products within buildings or
laboratories accredited by UKAS for the evaluation of the fire performance aspects of
building design and use of construction products within buildings.

For ease of reference, the following sentence could also be added:

Clarification should be sought from UKAS to confirm that the accreditation held is relevant
and the scope and competence is sufficient.
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| hope these comments are helpful but if you would like to discuss our proposed amendments
further, please let me know.

Yours faithfully
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