
ANNEX A 

FOI DOF/2023-0013 

Request 

Dear Department of Finance (Northern Ireland), 

I'm writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act (2000) to ask that you please 
disclose to me whether or not your body uses or has access to systems sold to 
government built by Palantir Technologies. 

This request can be considered in 2 parts, for ease. 

Firstly, I'd like to know if, since 2021 through to present, your body has any active 
contracts with Palantir, or has bought their software through a third party supplier or 
from crown commercial services or other such means. 

Secondly, if you do not have any active contracts with Palantir, I'd like to know if 1) 
data from your body is used on Palantir software through another department or 2) 
your department has access to Palantir systems, software, or if data typically stored 
by yourselves is, via another contract potentially with another department, given to 
whichever department to be used on Palantir systems for any reason at all. I'd also 
like to know if the reverse of this is true - IE if you yourselves have a contract with 
them which has access to data from other departments, I'd like these to be listed 
please. 

Some examples of ways in which this is being or has been done in government, for 
further clarity: 

In a contract with the Cabinet Office, a 'data connector tool' the agreement states 
that Palantir's work as the supplier will be given free to any potential participating 
department, and then goes on to list: 'HMRC, HO, Defra, Department for Transport, 
Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency, Highways England and Port Health 
Authorities' 

Also, in an agreement with Crown Commercial Services for the supply of 'back office 
software', of which Palantir helped platform build as part of a framework agreement, 
the posted customer list for said software includes: 

1. Any of the following:
(a) Ministerial government departments; 
(b) Non ministerial government departments; 
(c) Executive agencies of government; 
(d) Non-Departmental Public Bodies (NDPBs), including advisory NDPBs, executive 
NDPBs, and tribunal NDPBs; 
(e) Assembly Sponsored Public Bodies (ASPBs); 
(f) Police forces; 
(g) Fire and rescue services; 



(h) Ambulance services; 
(i) Maritime and coastguard agency services; 
(j) NHS bodies; 
(k) Educational bodies or establishments including state schools (nursery schools, 
primary schools, middle or high schools, secondary schools, special schools), 
academies, colleges, Pupil Referral Unit (PRU), further education colleges and 
universities; 
(l) Hospices; 
(m) National Parks; 
(n) Housing associations, including registered social landlords; 
(o) Third sector and charities; 
(p) Citizens advice bodies; 
(q) Councils, including county councils, district councils, county borough councils, 
community councils, London borough councils, unitary councils, metropolitan 
councils, parish councils; 
(r) Public corporations; 
(s) Public financial bodies or institutions; 
(t) Public pension funds; 
(u) Central banks; and 
(v) Civil service bodies, including public sector buying organisations. 
 
Those listed and maintained by the Government on their website at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisati... or any replacement or updated web-link. 
 
3. Those listed and maintained by the Office of National Statistics (ONS) at 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationala... 
sectorclassificationguide or any replacement or updated web-link. 
 
4. Those bodies in England, Wales or Northern Ireland which are within the scope of 
the definition of “Contracting Authority” in regulation 2(1) of the Public Contracts 
Regulations 2015 (PCR) and/or Schedule 1 
 
As you can see, it's a pretty extensive list, but my only focus is on if your department 
knowingly has access to Palantir systems, shares data with them or another 
department that uses them, or has any contracts with them issued in either 2021 or 
2022. 
 
For further clarity on information relating to other departments within or that work 
with you, when i contacted the NI Office, they said this in their response: 
 
The Northern Ireland Office receives managed ICT services from IT Assist (ITA), 
which is a service provided by Enterprise Shared Services, a body within the 
Department of Finance, Northern Ireland. The information requested is, therefore, 
not held by this Department. This information may be available from the Department 
of Finance, Northern Ireland who can be contacted at foi@finance-ni.gov.uk' - so for 
this office and any other that may hold an agreement, I'd also like this information 
please. 
 
 
 



Response 
 
The Department of Finance (DoF) can confirm this information is not held. 
DoF does not utilise Palantir systems. 
 
You may wish to contact: 
 
The Executive Office (TEO) -  https://www.executiveoffice-
ni.gov.uk/articles/information-management-and-central-advisory-branch-imcab  
 
and 
 
The Department for Communities (DfC) - https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/dfc-
publication-scheme-and-foi, 
 
to see if they can assist you further with this request. 
 
 




