ANNEX A
FOI DOF/2023-0042

Request

All draft copies (in whatever form) of the PwC reports into the treatment of Tamara
Bronckaers.

Response
| can confirm the department holds information relevant to your request.

Due to the complexity and volume of information pertaining to ‘Phase 1’ reports, the
department needs to further extend the response time for this element to allow for
consideration of the Public Interest Test, in relation to Section 42: Legal Professional
Privilege.

In applying this exemption, the department is required to carry out the Public Interest
Test to determine if, in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.

The department has not yet reached a decision on the balance of the public interest,
however, | would hope to let you have this response no later than 24" April 2023.

In the meantime, we are providing you with five documents today relating to the
‘Phase 2: Lessons learned and recommendations’ reports.

For two of these documents we have engaged the exemption at Section 40(2) — third
party personal information.

In considering the exemption under Section 40(2), the department has considered
any wider legitimate interest in relation to the disclosure of third party personal
information and has conducted the Lawful, Fairness and Transparency Test.

Having considered all of the information contained within this test, attached at Annex
C, the department has established that, on balance, there is no lawful basis for the
disclosure of third party personal data falling within the scope of the request (of
which the requester is not the data subject).

The table at Annex B below, lists the documents for disclosure and indicates where
an exemption has been applied.



Table of documents for disclosure

Annex B

Lessons learned and recommendations —
Final report (9 January 2023)

Doc no. Document title Exemptions
applied
1 DAERA External Review — Phase 2: Section 40(2)
Lessons learned and recommendations —
Draft report (12 September 2022)
2 DAERA External Review — Phase 2: Section 40(2)
Lessons learned and recommendations —
Draft report (28 September 2022)
3 DAERA External Review — Phase 2: N/A
Lessons learned and recommendations —
Draft report (24 November 2022)
4 DAERA External Review — Phase 2: N/A
Lessons learned and recommendations —
Final report (19 December 2022)
5 DAERA External Review — Phase 2: N/A




	Yours sincerely



