ANNEX A
FOI DOF/2023-0090
Request

| would like the organisation to provide me with the following departmental
documents around ICT and corporate procurement.

Many organisations within your region have different document title names:

1. 2023/24 1T Department Documents ;- these types of documents have detailed
information on the department's future plans and strategies. These documents
include:

ICT Strategy/Plan, ICT Department Plan, ICT Financial Plan
2. ICT Org Chart ;- with names and job titles
3. Corporate Procurement Strategy that covers 2023/24 and more.

For all the documents | have requested, please provide me with the

2023/24 documents. | only want to only receive documents that are live and valid. If
the document is a strategic plan (e.g. 2020-2025) that covers a set number of years,
please provide me with the 2023 version.

| also require the full version of the documents i have requested, if any parts of the
document is missing, please state this in the response

If this cannot be provided, please provide me with information on when this version
will be available.

Response

The following information is held by IT Assist, Digital Shared Services (DSS), and
Construction & Procurement Delivery (CPD) in the Department of Finance (DoF). IT
Assist and DSS have responsibility for the provision of IT infrastructure services for
the Northern Ireland Civil Service (NICS) and delivering the Northern Ireland Digital
Transformation Programme. CPD helps clients across the NI public sector deliver
successful projects. Please note that there is an IT presence within some other parts
of the NICS which has not been reflected in the response.

You also issued a separate request to the Northern Ireland Statistical Research
Agency (NISRA) which is an Agency within DoF. Please note that this response also
includes NISRA information.

The following documents are attached as separate documents:-

a. IT Assist Work programme.



b. DSS and IT Assist organisation charts.

DSS is intending to develop and publish an NICS Digital and Data Strategy, during
2023. Although a preliminary draft has been prepared, the document has not been
finalised and is considered to be exempt from release under Section 22 of the Freedom
of Information Act (2000).

Section 22(1) of FOIA says that information is exempt information if: (a) the information
is held by the public authority with a view to its publication, by the authority or any
other person, at some future date (whether determined or not) (b) the information was
already held with a view to such publication at the time when the request for
information was made, and (c) it is reasonable in all the circumstances that the
information should be withheld from disclosure until the date referred to in (a).

A public interest test was carried out as part of the decision making process and this
is attached.

An internal business planning and strategy document (balanced scorecard) will also
be developed and finalised around June 2023.

The following documents are considered to be exempt from release under Section
21 of the Act. Section 21 states that a Public Authority can refuse to answer a
request for information if it is “reasonably accessible to the applicant by other
means”. However, links to the information are provided below for ease of reference.

The Government Cyber Security Strategy 2022-30 (UK document)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-cyber-security-strateqgy-
2022-t0-2030

Corporate Procurement Policy
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/procurement/public-procurement-policy-
northern-ireland




