PUBLIC INTEREST TEST

Request Ref:

DOF/2023-0090

Request Summary:

Information on Telecom and Networks

Information details: Exemption Disclosure Nqn-disclosure
applied (Please complete both columns to show all factors have been considered)
e The NICS Digital and Data Strategy will provide an
Copy of NICS Freedom of Enable individuals to overarching strategic direction for the NICS, which
Digital and Data Information Act 2000 understand decisions made departments can develop and align to their strategies. The
Strategy section 22(1) by public authorities Strategy is currently held by the Department of Finance in

affecting their lives, and in
some cases, assist individuals
in challenging those
decisions;

Facilitate openness,
accountability and
transparency in the spending
of public money; and

Show how the Northern
Ireland Civil Service (NICS)
intends to harness digital
and data to empower and
develop staff to embrace the
opportunities of new ways of
working and become more
agile in the way it meets
changing user needs and
business requirements.

draft form and requires further engagement with key
stakeholders before the final document is ultimately
presented to the Minister and the NICS Board.

As the information contained within the Strategy has not
yet been finalised or agreed, releasing the document
before its intended publication may cause confusion,
particularly if the draft was subsequently amended. There
is a strong public interest in ensuring that public
authorities are able to provide accurate and reliable
information in a controlled and efficient manner and
disclosure of the document at this stage would not serve
to increase the public’s understanding of the department’s
intentions.

Furthermore, the publication of potentially inaccurate
information is likely to not only cause harm to the
reputation of DoF, but also to other key stakeholders,
including NICS Departments. This in turn could result in a
public loss of confidence in public services.

Releasing the document prematurely and without proper
context may also raise expectations amongst service




providers and suppliers over potential future business
opportunities which are subject to further discussion and
not yet finalised or agreed. This could result in a waste of
resources, by not only potential service providers, but also
by the department in dealing with unnecessary queries. It
is also important that everyone is allowed to see
documents of this type at the same time in order to be fair
to potential service providers, for example.

PUBLIC INTEREST DECISION: The Department has considered all of the relevant factors in the public interest test and has reached the conclusion
that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the public interest in releasing the information requested. There are reasonable
grounds to maintain the orderly publication of information as planned, because if draft versions of the strategy were released over a protracted
period, this could lead to confusion and inaccuracy in the public domain. Releasing information about changes and improvements to government
services, before plans are agreed, could also raise expectations from service providers as well as giving some providers an unfair advantage over

others.

Signed: Dave Vincent

Date:20/03/23




