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I would like to obtain the most recent numbers around vacant residential 
properties in Belfast.  
 
 
 

DoF Response 2023-0274 
 
I can confirm the Department holds the information requested in answer to your 
query.  Information is compiled from data held in the Land & Property Services 
Rating System and has been provided as at 16th July 2023. 
 
Notes: 
 
• Information is provided for those properties that were listed as vacant on the 

rating system and that are located in Belfast City District Council. 
 
• For the purposes of this response, ‘Residential’ properties has been defined 

as those listed on the ratings system as domestic properties. 
 

• Since the introduction of the Rating of Empty Homes legislation on 1st October 
2011, the rate liability for vacant domestic properties has been assessed at 
100%. There is currently no requirement for ratepayers to inform Land & 
Property Services that their property is vacant, nor is there any financial 
advantage in doing so.  As a result, the information in the rating system on the 
number of empty domestic properties may not be current or complete. 

 
 

Number of vacant domestic properties as at 16th July 2023 in Belfast City 
District Council. 
 
   

District Council 
Vacant 
Domestic 
Properties 

Total 
Domestic 
Properties 

Belfast City Council 3,640 162,410 
 


