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Good afternoon,



 



Please see attached submission outlining plans to cease publication of the weekly deaths statistical press notice (and associated pre-release access).



 



Regards



Deborah Lyness



Ext 55390





Brief re cessation of SPN.DOCX




Deborah Lyness


Head of Vital Statistics & Administrative Research and Support Branch





1st Floor


Colby House


Stranmillis Court


BELFAST BT9 5RR


Tel No:  028 90255390


Email:  carly.gordon@nisra.gov.uk
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FROM:	Deborah Lyness	


		Vital Statistics Unit





DATE:	23 August 2022					        Copy Distribution List Below





TO:		Conor Murphy, MLA


Robin Swann, MLA
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Issue:	From September 2022, NISRA will no longer issue a statistical press notice to accompany the weekly deaths statistics which include latest counts of Covid-19 related deaths. Associated pre-release access will also cease.





Timing:	Routine  





Presentational Issues:	Data on weekly deaths and Covid-19 deaths in particular, still attract media attention, however the tables, dashboard and news page giving summary statistics will still be available on the NISRA website each Friday morning. The relevant officials from the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) will handle any statistical queries that may arise.





Freedom of Information:	This submission is fully disclosable.





Recommendation: 	You are invited to note the cessation of the statistical press notice for weekly death statistics and pre-release access to the statistics. 








Background





1. From September 2022 NISRA will no longer produce a statistical press notice (SPN) to accompany the weekly deaths statistics. The main purpose of the SPN was to convey the main points relating to deaths registered in NI where Covid-19 was mentioned on the death certificate. 


2. The number of Covid-19 related deaths has remained relatively stable for some time and has recently been in decline. NISRA ceased production of the weekly bulletin in June 2022 and now plans to cease production of the SPN, with the last to be published on Friday 26 August 2022. At the same time, NISRA will cease pre-release access to the weekly SPN. This brings NISRA in line with DoH reducing their reporting on Covid-19 deaths in May, and with approaches taken by counterpart statistical organisations (Office for National Statistics and the National Records for Scotland).


3. It should be noted that the weekly tables and dashboard will continue to be published, along with a summary of the statistics on the NISRA website (www.nisra.gov.uk). The media will be notified that data will still be available through these outputs via the final SPN issuing this Friday.


4. As with production of the weekly bulletin, these arrangements will be kept under review against any notable change in weekly Covid-19 registered deaths over the coming months.








Recommendation:  You are invited to note the cessation of the statistical press notice for weekly     death statistics and associated pre-release access. 





Deborah Lyness


 55390





cc:	Neil Gibson (Permanent Secretary, DoF)


Peter May (Permanent Secretary, DoH)


Siobhan Carey (Chief Executive, NISRA)


Mark McLaughlin (DoF Head of Comms)


Ciarrai Conlan (DoF Press Office)


Karina Meredith (DoH Press Office)


Kim Burns (Minister’s Private Secretary, DoH)


	Kathie Walker (GRO)
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