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Gordon Lyons MLA 

 

 
From: Gordon Lyons MLA 

Minister for the Economy 
 
Date:  15 November 2021 
 
To:  Conor Murphy MLA 
 Minister of Finance 

         
 

Dear Conor 
 
Stonewall Diversity Champions Programme 
 

You will be aware of the recent controversy about Stonewall and its relationship with 
a number of organisations highlighted by the podcast produced by Stephen Nolan.  
  
I note that in the absence of devolution in July 2018 the Department of Finance 
became a member of the Stonewall Diversity Champions Programme at a cost of 
£2500 per annum. 
  
In the light of recent events I would ask you to review this ongoing engagement as a 
matter of urgency. 
  
In addition I note that an annual fee is payable to Stonewall. 
  
Though the actual amount is relatively modest I believe that the broader issue is 
undoubtedly controversial.  
  
For this reason if you were to be minded to renew any engagement with Stonewall, I 
believe this matter should be brought to the Executive for consideration. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

GORDON LYONS MLA     

Minister for the Economy 

 

Netherleigh 
Massey Avenue 
Belfast BT4 2JP 
Tel:  028 905 29250 
email:  private.office@economy-ni.gov.uk 
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