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Stonewall Diversity Champions Programme

Thank you for your response dated 25 November on the issue of Stonewall.

You suggest that a decision on the renewal of membership of Stonewall falls within
your remit as Minister of Finance and is not a matter that requires to be brought before
the Executive.

| do not believe that assertion is legally sustainable in light of para 2.4 of the Northern
Ireland Ministerial Code, section 28A of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 and a
considerable weight of case law, most recently addressed in the case of ‘Woods’

concerning a decision pertaining to the North South interconnector.

For your contention to be correct one would have to conclude that the funding of
Stonewall is not controversial.

| find it hard to conclude that any court could reach that view in light of the issue
generally or when considering the position taken by Ministers.

Might | suggest that you take legal advice on this point so that any decision on this
matter can be properly informed?
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