
Responses (3) - 2004 User Consultation 
 

 – Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission 
 
An issue on which we seek information, rather than at this stage expressing a view, 
is the Agency's position on whether the next Census ought to make provision for 
asserting Irish, British or other sorts of 'national' identity in the context of ethnicity. 
 
 

 – Animate Project 
 
One remedy for mitigation for this is to include a box before the other categories 
asking for nationality/citizenship, i.e. asking what country or countries the individual 
citizen is of.  This is starting to be recognised and is being proposed by Armagh City 
and District Council in their Equality Impact Assessment of their Equal Opportunities 
Policy.  Nationality is also referenced as a category in the Equality Commissions' 
consultation document. 
 
 

   
 
I believe the Census would benefit from a nationality question, i.e. one's perception 
of one's own nationality, as opposed to what is your country of birth (which is already 
included). A nationality question is obviously of relevance in NI where people may 
identify as British, Irish, Northern Irish, British-Irish, Scottish etc. I am rather 
surprised that this question was not in before, or at least considered already for 2011 
- given the need for general equality monitoring, and also specifically to address 
issues raised under the 'political opinion' category within the Section 75 Act. 
I believe that a nationality question would attract at least as much interest and 
debate as the religion questions currently do, and whether we like it or not, this is 
what many many census users actually use the census for. This is what drives public 
debate and motivates political and policy changes in Government and throughout 
politics and the party-political system generally.  
 
I feel it was a lost opportunity when the ethnic question was not included here in 
1991 (unlike GB), but was included in 2001. Similarly, it was in my opinion, another 
oversight on the part of ONS when GB did not include a religion question in 1991, 
but did ask one in 2001.  I feel that a nationality question should have been included 
in 1991 and 2001, but now certainly must be seriously considered for 2011. 
 
The political opinion category has not been measured directly to date, but seems to 
rely on religion as a proxy, as well as various election results in different 
constituencies (also a proxy). With the continuing demographic shift in the 
composition of the two communities here, and with the increasing level in the calls 
for a referendum on Irish Unity (now coming from all sides of the political divide - the 
UUP also called for this before the last Assembly elections), it seems to me that a 
census question which helped determine the realistic prospects of a 'yes/no' vote in 
such a referendum would be of considerable value. 
 




